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Brad Davis, Asst. Bryant SID (401-232-6558)
December 29-30, 2006
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL GAME NOTES 
Barry Holiday Classic

Bryant (6-4, 3-4 NE-10) vs. Barry (3-4) Fri, 6:00 p.m.
Bryant vs. Nova Southeastern (2-7) Sat, 4:00 p.m.

Bulldog Projected Starting Lineup





2006  2006
Pos – No.      Name
Yr.      Ht.      Hometown
        

ppg    rpg      


G - 

3
Joanna Skiba (capt)
Sr.
5-4
Providence, RI

13.8
2.9
G - 
   14
Kristin Mraz

Fr. 
5-7

Johnstown, NY 

4.7
2.5

F -

40
Erin Murphy (capt)
Sr.
5-8
Albany, NY

7.5
5.5
F -

15
Lauren Rubenoff
Sr.
6-0
New Hartford, CT

13.0
5.7
F -

22
Kelsey O’Keefe
Fr.
6-1
Warren, MA

10.2
6.0
The Rest of the Bulldogs

No.
Name
Yr.
Pos.
Ht.
Hometown

4
Jessica Cegarra
Sr. 
F
5-10
Danville, NH

0.8
1.2
 5
Cara Johnson
So. 
G/F
5-10
Endicott, NY 

5.0
3.3
10
Lynne-Ann Kokoski
Jr. 
G.
5-4
Hatfield, MA 

5.8
2.2
20
Kailah Al-Darraji
Fr.
G
5-7
Dover, N.H

1.3
0.3
21
Courtney Schermerhorn
Fr.
G
5-10
Lowell, MA

2.9
1.2
23
Alyssa Michella
So.
G
5-9
Washington, NJ 

2.4
1.0
31
Kristen Dessingue
Fr.
F
6-0
Clifton Park, NY 
1.7
1.6
32
Jamie Campbell
Fr.
F/C
6-0
Springfield, MA

1.3
1.1
33
Adrianne Mayshar
Fr.
C
6-2
West Boylston, MA 
2.8
2.3
44
Stephanie Fontaine
So. 
F
6-0
Franklin, MA

2.1
0.9
Head Coach: Mary Burke, 16th season  (Providence ‘87)

Assistant Coaches Mark Caruso (Central Connecticut ’93), 6th year,  John Hogan (Rhode Island College ’97), 7th year
BULLDOG UPDATE
The Bulldogs snapped a three-game losing streak on Sunday December 17, defeating Bridgeport 78-57, in a non-conference game, at the Chace Center in Smithfield, R.I.

Bryant’s bench was the story, scoring 44 points to the Purple Knights’ 15. Only one of the Bulldogs’ starters played more than 17 minutes, that being senior co-captain Erin Murphy (Albany, N.Y.) who finished one rebound short of a double-double (18 points, nine rebounds).

Sophomore guard Cara Johnson (Endicott, N.Y.) posted career highs in points (13), rebounds (eight) and assists (four) in 21 minutes off the bench. 
Bryant led only by eight at the half, 39-31, but pulled away midway through the second half. Lynne-Ann Kokoski (Hatfield, Mass.) converted a three-on-one fast break with an easy lay-up off a great pass from Johnson. Then the next time down the court, Johnson drained a three to give the Bulldogs the 71-49 lead, forcing the Purple Knights to call for time.

Kokoski tallied 12 points on four-of-six shooting in 26 minutes off the bench. 
Against #18 Stonehill on December 13, senior Lauren Rubenoff (New Hartford, Conn.) scored 20 points, including 14 of Bryant’s 19 second-half points. She added five rebounds and shot 10-for-18 from the field. Rubenoff was the only Bulldog in double figures.

Senior co-captain Joanna Skiba (Providence, R.I.) struggled from the field, shooting 1-for-13, while finishing with six points and eight assists. Skiba leads the NE-10 averaging 6.7 assists per game and leads the Bulldogs in scoring (13.8) and minutes played (30.2).

Freshman Kelsey O’Keefe (Warren, Mass.) continues to lead the team in rebounding with six per game. O’Keefe pulled down a team-high six rebounds, all defensive, in the Stonehill game, and added five against Bridgeport.
NEXT UP FOR BRYANT:  
The Bulldogs return to Northeast-10 action on January 3rd at Merrimack. The next home game is Jan. 6 vs. Saint Rose (1:30 p.m.).
 


Wed. - Jan. 3  - at Merrimack, 5:30 p.m.


Sat.   - Jan. 6  - Saint Rose, 1:30 p.m.
 
HEAD COACH MARY BURKE

Mary Burke begins her 16th season as the head coach of the Bryant women's basketball team. Coach Burke has been a mainstay in Rhode Island Basketball throughout her playing and coaching years. Under the tutelage of Burke, the Bulldogs have made it to the NCAA Tournament five times including 2003-04 and 2004-05. Three years ago, Bryant made the Regional Final against Northeast-10 foe Merrimack and finished the season 22-9. Burke's rapid climb up the coaching ladder began in 1987 when she joined former Bryant head coach Ralph Tomasso's staff as an assistant with the Bulldogs. She was promoted to head coach August 1, 1991, becoming only the fourth women's head coach in Bryant history. She has a 211-218 record in her 16-year head coaching career. The highlight of Burke's tenure at Bryant thus far came in the 2003-04 season, when Bryant finished the year ranked in the top-25 in the USA Today Division II coaches’ poll and advanced to the NCAA Regional Final. 
2005-06 Northeast-10 Preseason Poll
1. American International 
2. Southern Connecticut 
3. Stonehill 
4. Saint Rose

5. Bentley   
6. Assumption 
7.  Pace

8. Saint Michael’s
9. UMass Lowell 
10. Franklin Pierce 
11. BRYANT
12. Southern N.H.
13. Le Moyne
14. Merrimack
15. Saint Anselm
STELLAR BENCH PLAY

A staple of this Bryant team has been its overall team depth. In a 75-57 win over Bridgeport, five Bulldogs played over 14 minutes off the bench. Junior guard Lynne-Ann Kokoski (Hatsfield, Mass.) played 26 minutes, scoring 12 and dishing out four assists. Kokoski is fifth on the team in minutes played and scoring and boasts a team-best 59% field-goal percentage. Sophomore Cara Johnson (Endicott, N.Y.) posted career highs in points, rebounds and assists against the Purple Knights and is right behind Kokoski in scoring (five points per game) and minutes played (sixth on team). Her 52% field-goal percentage also ranks second on the team. Bryant is 4-1 this season when its bench outscores its opponents.

RUBENOFF CATCHING FIRE IN SECOND HALF

In Bryant’s last two road games, senior forward Lauren Rubenoff (New Hartford, CT) has been dominating in the second half.  She scored 22 points, including 14 of Bryant’s 19 second-half points, while grabbing five rebounds and shooting 10-for-18 from the field against Stonehill Wednesday.  Then, at Bentley on Dec. 5, “Rub” was the only Bulldog in double figures, scoring 18 of her team’s 33 second-half points. The senior finished with a career-high 23 points and added six rebounds in a 62-60 loss to the Falcons. She currently ranks second on the team in points (14.4) and second in rebounds (5.8).

SKIBA REACHES 1,000 CAREER POINTS
Bryant senior guard Joanna Skiba (Providence, RI) became the 16th women's basketball player in school history to record her 1,000th point as the Bulldogs picked up a big NE-10 win over Assumption, 80-76 on November 30 at the Chace Center. Skiba scored on a drive to the basket just over a minute into the game, scoring and drawing a foul in the process.  She entered the game needing just one point to reach the 1,000-point plateau. Skiba would finish with a game-high 22 points in 40 minutes of action against the Greyhounds. Skiba ranks 14th on the all-time Bryant scoring list with 1,074 career points.

FANTASTIC FRESHMEN 
Head Coach Mary Burke is relying on numerous freshmen this season to have a major impact. Four freshmen have already cracked the starting lineup, including Kelsey O’Keefe (Warren, Mass.), Kristin Mraz (Johnstown, N.Y.), Adrianne Mayshar (West Boylston, Mass.) and Courtney Schermerhorn (Lowell, Mass.). O’Keefe, who has started all but one game this season, averages ten points along with a team-best 6.0 rebounds, including 15 in 31 minutes against Southern N.H. on 12/09/06. Mraz has started six games, averaging nearly five points in 17 minutes. Schermerhorn started Bryant’s first four games, while Mayshar, Bryant’s tallest player at 6-2, posted eight points, seven rebounds and two blocks off the bench in 29 minutes of action at Bentley Tuesday. She made her first start against Southern N.H playing 20 minutes, scoring five points. Against Bridgeport, Burke called on freshman center Jamie Campbell (Springfield, Mass.) who responded with four points and four boards in 14 minutes.
Top Bryant Performers 2006-07

Points

23-Lauren Rubenoff at Bentley (12/05); Joanna Skiba vs. Southern N.H. (12/09)


Rebounds

15 - Lauren Rubenoff at Franklin Pierce (11/26); Kelsey O’Keefe vs. Southern N.H. (12/09)

Assists

12 - Joanna Skiba vs. Saint Anselm (11/21)
Steals

5 - Joanna Skiba vs. Assumption (11/29)
Blocks

2 - Kristin Mraz at Franklin Pierce (11/26); Adrianne Mayshar at Bentley (12/05)
CAREER HIGHS
3- JOANNA SKIBA 

Points
 
26 vs Stonehill 1/7/06

Rebounds
7 at Franklin Pierce 11/26/06

Assists

13 vs Saginaw Valley St. 12/18/05

Steals

7 vs Dominican 12/20/04

4- JESS CEGARRA

Points
 
2 vs Felician 11/18/06

Rebounds
2 vs Bridgeport 12/17/06

Assists

1 vs Felician 11/18/06

Steals

1 vs Assumption 11/29/06

5 – CARA JOHNSON

Points

13 vs Bridgeport 12/17/06

Rebounds
8 vs Bridgeport 12/17/06

Assists

4 vs Bridgeport 12/17/06

Steals

3 vs Felician 11/18/06

10 – LYNNE-ANN KOKOSKI

Points 

18 at Saint Rose 11/27/05

Rebounds
8 vs SVSU 12/18/05

Assists

6 vs Southern N.H. 12/09/06

Steals

4 at Saint Rose 11/27/05

14 – KRISTIN MRAZ

Points

8 vs Assumption 11/29/06

Rebounds
4 at Bentley 12/05/06

Assists

3 vs Southern N.H. 12/09/06

Steals

1 at Franklin Pierce 11/26/06

15 – LAUREN RUBENOFF

Points

23 at Bentley 12/05/06

Rebounds
15 at Franklin Pierce 11/26/06

Assists

2 at Franklin Pierce 11/26/06

Steals

2  vs Southern N.H. 12/09/06

20 – KAILAH AL-DARRAJI

Points

2 vs Bridgeport 12/17/06

Rebounds
1 vs Felician 11/18/06

Assists

1 at UMass Lowell 12/1/06

Steals

2 vs Bridgeport 12/17/06
21 – COURTNEY SCHERMERHORN

Points

8 vs Bridgeport 12/17/06

Rebounds
2 vs Assumption 11/29/06

Assists

5 vs Felician 11/18/06

Steals

3 vs Felician 11/18/06
22 – KELSEY O’KEEFE

Points

19 vs Saint Anselm 11/21/06

Rebounds
15 vs Southern N.H. 12/09/066

Assists

3 vs Queens 11/17/06

Steals

2 vs Southern N.H. 12/09/06

23- ALYSSA MICHELLA

Points

19 vs SVSU 12/18/05

Rebounds 
14 vs SVSU 12/18/05

Assists

2 vs St. Thomas Aquinas 12/28/05

Steals

4 vs Southern N.H. 12/29/05

31 – KRISTIN DESSINGUE

Points

4 vs Felician 11/18/06

Rebounds
3 vs Queens 11/17/06

Assists

1 vs Queens 11/17/06

Steals

None

32 – JAMIE CAMPBELL

Points

4 vs Bridgeport 12/17/06

Rebounds
4 vs Bridgeport 12/17/06
Assists

1 vs Felician 11/18/06

Steals

1 vs Bridgeport 12/17/06
33 – ADRIANNE MAYSHAR

Points

8 at Bentley 12/05/06

Rebounds
7 at Bentley 12/05/06

Assists

1 vs Bridgeport 12/17/06
Steals

2 vs Southern N.H. 12/09/06

40 - ERIN MURPHY

Points

20 vs. Le Moyne 2/8/05

Rebounds
11 vs Adelphi 12/5/05

Assists

5 vs Saint Rose 11/28/04

Steals

5 vs St. Thomas Aquinas 12/28/05

44 – STEPHANIE FONTAINE

Points

6 vs Queens 11/17/06

Rebounds
2 vs Saint Anselm 11/21/06

Assists

2 vs Queens 11/17/06

Steals

1 vs Saint Anselm 11/21/06 

Bryant University 


Athletic Communications








2006-07 Schedule


6-4 (3-4 Northeast-10)





NOVEMBER


Fri.17	QUEENS #		91-63 W 


Sat.18	FELICIAN #	90-35 W


Tue.21	SAINT ANSELM *	63-48 W Sun.26	at Franklin Pierce *	58-75 L


Wed.29	ASSUMPTION *	76-80 W


DECEMBER 


Sat.2	at UMass Lowell *	68-48 W Tue.5	at Bentley *		60-62 L 


Sat.9	SOUTHERN N.H. *	70-76 L


Wed.13	at #18 Stonehill *	56-66 L 


Sun. 17	BRIDGEPORT	78-57 W


Fri. 29	vs. Barry +		6:00 pm 


Sat. 30	vs. Nova Southeastern +	4:00 pm JANUARY 


Wed. 3	at Merrimack *	5:30 pm 


Sat. 6	SAINT ROSE *	1:30 pm 


Tue. 9	at Assumption *	5:30 pm Thur. 11	PACE *		5:30 pm 


Sat. 13	STONEHILL *	1:30 pm Wed. 17	at Southern New Hampshire*5:30 pm 


Sat. 20	LE MOYNE*	1:30 pm 


Sat. 27	UMASS LOWELL *	1:30 pm Wed. 31	at Saint Anselm *	5:30 pm  


FEBRUARY 


Sat. 3	BENTLEY *	1:30 pm 


Tue. 6	FRANKLIN PIERCE *	5:30 pm 


Sat. 10	at American International *1:30 pm Wed.14	at Saint Michael’s *	5:30 pm 


Sat. 17	at Southern Connecticut *1:30 pm Wed.20	MERRIMACK *	5:30 pm  





* Northeast-10 Conference game 


# Bryant Tip-Off Tournament


+ Barry Holiday Classic at Miami Shores, FL     


HOME GAMES IN CAPS








Bulldog Trends......


Overall Record		6-4


at Chace Athletic Center	5-1


on the road			1-3


neutral court		0-0





NE-10 Record		3-4


NE-10 Home		2-1


NE-10 Road		1-3





Longest Win Streak		3


Longest Home Win Streak	4


Longest Losing Streak		3


Longest Home Losing Streak	1


Bulldogs lead at half		4-3


Bulldogs trail at half		2-1


Tied at half			0-0


Bulldogs in overtime		0-0





Bulldogs outrebound opp.	6-1


Opp. outrebound Bulldogs	0-3


rebounds even		0-0





Bulldogs less turnovers vs. opp.	4-3


Bulldogs more turnovers vs. opp.	2-1


Turnovers even		0-0





in November (5)		4-1


in December (7)		2-3


in January (9)		0-0


in February (6)		0-0





on Sundays (2)		1-1


on Tuesdays (4)		1-1


on Wednesdays (7)		1-1


on Thursdays (1)		0-0


on Fridays (2)		1-0


on Saturdays (11)		2-1





in the afternoon (11)		2-2


in the evening (16)		4-2





Bulldogs vs. Ranked Opponents	0-1


Bulldogs vs Unranked Opponents	5-3





Bulldogs shoot 70% or better FTs	3-1


Bulldogs make more free throws	3-2


Opponents make more free throws1-2





Bulldogs score less than 50 points	0-0


Bulldogs score 50-59 points	0-2


Bulldogs score 60-69 points	2-1


Bulldogs score 70-79 points	1-1


Bulldogs score 80 points or more	3-0





Opponent scores less than 50 points	3-0


Opponent scores 50-59 points	0-1


Opponent scores 60-69 points	1-2


Opponent scores 70-79 points	2-1


Opponent scores 80 points or more	0-0


	


Bench outscores opponent bench	4-1


Opponent bench outscores bench	2-3





Leading with 10 min to play	5-2


Leading with 5 min to play	6-2


Leading with 1 min to play	6-2





Trailing with 10 min to play	1-2


Trailing with 5 min to play	0-2


Trailing with 1 min to play	0-2





Records as Starters in 2006-07





6-4	Joanna Skiba


6-4	Erin Murphy


6-4	Lauren Rubenoff


4-3	Kelsey O’Keefe


3-1	Courtney Schermerhorn


3-3	Kristin Mraz


0-1	Adrianne Mayshar








